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Newsletter No: 3             Wednesday, 1 August, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 2018 

 
This week we are celebrating Catholic Education Week. This is an opportunity to promote the 

special ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight the great things that take place in Catholic schools 
every day and especially at MacKillop.  The theme for this year’s celebrations is:  Discovering New 
Horizons. 

Our school is planning a number of activities during the week and we hope you are able to join in the 
celebrations with us.  

Wed 1st Aug – Acts of Kindness  - Each grade/class undertakes acts of kindness within our school 
or wider community.  

11.00am – Picnic lunch (Families are invited to attend);  
12.00pm – Catholic Education Week Liturgy 
(We will have a film crew here during the day working with CEO to develop an ad for MacKillop) 

Fri 3rd Aug – Feast Day - 9.00am – Feast Day Liturgy, 10.30am – Feast Day Celebrations at Iluka 

Park. 

At MacKillop we have many things to celebrate about the Catholic education that takes place here 
every day. This is in no small part due to the collaboration of our whole school community – children, 
parents, staff and parish.  Within our learning environment, we strive together each day to live up to 
our school motto of “working together, participating and having a go”.  Thank you for your ongoing 
support and we look forward to seeing you during Catholic Education Week 2018. 

On Friday, we will celebrate our Feast Day. Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop was an extra-ordinary 
woman of faith, courage and deep love for the poor and the disadvantaged. Born in Melbourne on 
15th January 1842, she dedicated her life to God through service to the poor and the marginalised, 
mainly through education.  Saint Mary of the Cross had a deep sense of social justice, respected the 
dignity of the individual, and showed charity to all regardless of religion, race or culture. 
 
Saint Mary of the Cross, Mother Mary, as those close to her would call her, was a strong and 
inspirational pioneer and leader of the Sisters of St Joseph who, regardless of colonial boundaries, 
moved wherever they were needed, opening schools, orphanages and ministering to the very poor 
and abandoned in Australia and New Zealand.  Of those founding days in Penola with Father 
Tenison-Woods, Saint Mary MacKillop later commented, ‘Little did either of us then dream of what 
was to spring from so small a beginning.’ Mary died on August 8th 1909 and is buried in the Memorial 
Chapel at Mary MacKillop Place, Mount Street, North Sydney. 



 
 

 
 

(Our MacKillop students have visited the shrine in years passed and 
will again visit this year during the Year 6 Canberra trip). 
 

As a school community we try to model and follow the example set 
by Saint Mary of the Cross. She and her sisters lived their lives on 
the catch-cry; ‘Never see a need without doing something to remedy 
it”, what a powerful challenge/call to all our students and adults. 
 

FEAST DAY CELEBRATION 
 

On Friday our feast day celebration will commence with a Liturgy 
here in our school hall at 9.00am. Everyone is most welcome to 
attend and celebrate the life and achievements of Australia’s first 
saint. After our liturgy, we will then be travelling to Iluka Park for the 
rest of the day for a sausage sizzle lunch and each class will be 
involved in various activities.  
 
Thanks to the P&F who have donated the cost for the buses, lunch 
and the cake to celebrate this special occasion. You should have 
received a letter about this earlier in the week. Could you please 
return the permission slip for your child/children tomorrow if you 
haven’t already done so? 
 

ACARA – PRIVACY NOTICE 
 
Attached to today’s newsletter is a copy of a privacy notice for 
collection of information by ACARA (Australian Curriculum 
Assessment and Reporting Authority).  
 
Please contact the school office by phone or email within 7 days of 
receiving this notice if you DO NOT wish to have your data shared. 

 

ROCK POP MIME 
 

I would like to say a big thank you to Helen Ringelstein, Jean Geiger 
and Katherine Cridland who co-ordinated our 'Rock Pop Mime' 
Performance this year. What a wonderful performance it was! Thank 
you also to Andrew Cridland who resurfaced and undercoated the 
backdrop, and the many hands who were involved in drawing and 
painting the back drop, which looked very effective on the night. 
Thank you to the multitude of parents who assisted in numerous 
ways on the day, including the Neal family for transporting the 
backdrops to and from the amphitheatre.  Kristy Cundell and 
Jennifer Lang who assisted with applying makeup and Shannon 
Petts and Lisa Frost for doing the children’s hair.  The children gave 
a wonderful performance and we are very proud of the way they 
enthusiastically represented MacKillop. Congratulations to the 
children on their dedication and commitment. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

INLFUENZA PREVENTION MEASURES 
 

Even healthy kids can get seriously sick from the flu and they can 
spread it to others. Protect your child and others this flu season by:  
 
• Know the common signs and symptoms of influenza in infants and 
children  
 
• Keep sick children at home  
 
• Teach children to wash their hands and cover their coughs and 
sneezes  
 
For further information, please visit www.health.qld.gov.au/flu 

 

 
MACKILLOP FETE – FREE DRESS DAYS 

 
MacKillop’s biannual fete is happening on Saturday 25th August from 
4.00pm – 8.00pm.  Our fete is always a wonderful event that takes a 
massive amount of planning and preparation. Our dedicated fete 
committee is already working hard preparing for this event.  
 
Thank you to all families who so generously donated wonderful 
prizes for our cent sale last week. We really appreciate your 
support. 
 
The second free dress day will be this Thursday 2nd August and 
students will be asked to bring in a bottle for the bottle stall.  
 
The final free dress day will be on Friday 10th August and we will ask 
the children to bring in a block of chocolate/ bag of chocolate or a 
large chocolate bar for our Sputnik stall and chocolate toss.  
 
I thank you for your support of our fete and encourage you to keep 
reading the newsletter for updates and other ways you may be able 
to assist.  
 

 
TERM THREE ACCOUNTS 

 
Term 3 school fees have been emailed out this week. If you did not 
receive your copy, please contact the office. It would be appreciated 

if payment could be made by the due date shown. If you are 
experiencing difficulties, please contact Vicki or Allison in the office. 

Please use your 6 digit Parent Code as the reference on all 
payments. 

 



 

Our office display this fortnight is from Year 4C. What a lovely 
display brightening up our office. Please come in and have a look. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 

 

 

 
 

 

 

IT’S CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK!! 
Discovering New Horizons 

 
The theme for Catholic Education Week this year has been aligned 
with the official Year of Youth theme for 2018 and is derived from a 
speech given by Pope Francis at World Youth Day 2016 where he 
called young people and the Church to ‘open new horizons for 
spreading joy’: 
 

My friends, Jesus is the Lord of risk, he is the Lord of 

the eternal “more”. Jesus is not the Lord of comfort, 

security and ease. Following Jesus demands a good 

dose of courage, a readiness to trade in the sofa for 

a pair of walking shoes and to set out on new and 

uncharted paths. To blaze trails that open up new 

horizons capable of spreading joy, born of God’s love 

and wells up in your hearts with every act of mercy. 

 

Catholic education: 

 Is a faith-based education which places the values of Jesus at 
its centre 

 Is a high quality, holistic education for 1 in 5 young 
Queenslanders, educating them to be well-informed, highly 
skilled and constructive members of the community 

 Values diversity and treats each student with dignity enabling 
them in turn to promote and respect the dignity of all 

 Nurtures in students a commitment to social justice and a 
critical social consciousness 

 Prepares students for global responsibilities through 
stewardship of the earth’s resources 

 Is an integral part of the local and universal Church 

 Occurs in welcoming, inclusive, and connected communities. 

MARY MACKILLOP FEAST DAY!! 
 

We will be celebrating our Feast Day on Friday August 3rd 
at 9am Liturgy in the School Hall 
followed by a day at the Beach  

 

SACRAMENTAL  PROGRAM! 
 

The New Sacramental Program will commence next term for those 
wishing to prepare for the sacraments of Reconciliation, 

Confirmation and Eucharist. 

 
Take some time to reflect on where Jesus has been in your life 

today.   
 

 

God Bless, 

Helen Privett 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to their Elders 

and all Elders, past, present and future. 

 

 

 

- Jesus Lives in our Hearts - Forever! -  

 
CUMBERLAND ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

 

Congratulations to all of our students that participated at the 

Cumberland Athletics Carnival last Wednesday at Whitsunday 

Anglican School.  It was a beautiful day and a fantastic experience 

for those that have never competed before.  I have had some 

wonderful feedback from teachers and parents from the outer 

community commending the students on their beautiful behaviour in 

the tent and when waiting for their turn at events.  Well done 

MacKillop!  You have made us all proud! 

 

Congratulations to the following students that will now represent 

Cumberland District at the Mackay and District Athletics Carnival 

this Friday.  We wish you all the best!  Good Luck!  

 

Joe Dlask – 10 years Sprints 

Jessica Kelleher – 11 years High Jump 

Hayley O’Neill – 12 years 800 m and 1500m 

Matilda Richards – 12 years Discus and Shotput 

 

OUTSTANDING UNIFORMS 
 
Could all students with outstanding Challenge Cup netball or Rugby 
League uniforms please return them to Mrs Geiger or the office 
ASAP please. 



TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri 03/08 NO TUCKSHOP – FEAST DAY 
  
   Wed  08/08 Kim Hill 
  Jo Reid 
 

Tuckshop helpers – please wear closed in shoes 
 

If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 
contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920 

 
 

AUGUST SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 
  

BAKED POTATOES with SOUR CREAM, BACON, CHEESE & 
SHALLOTS $4.00 each 

 

 
 

Blueberry and American Choc Chip muffins are currently available in 
the tuckshop for $1.50 ea. 

 

 
 

Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper bags 
and remember to write your child’s name and class on their bag so 

their lunch goes into the correct box. 

 

 

 

 

PARENT SURVEY 

The P & F needs your help!  

Over the coming weeks, P & F representatives will be asking 
you to participate in a short survey to help improve parent 
engagement. Your answers will be used to make improvements 
in our approach and get a better understanding of how we can 
improve our community. 

 DATE CLAIMERS 

2nd August – Free Dress Day – Bottle Stall 

10th August – Free Dress Day – Sputnik/Chocolate Toss 

13th August – Fete & P&F Meeting 6:30pm / 7.00pm 

25th August – MacKillop FETE 

If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a 
suggestion form available in the office and pop it into the 
red box.  Remember to check out the MacKillop P & F page 
on the website where you can find our contact details and 
the latest meeting minutes.   

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm 
Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 

MACKILLOP BOOK 
FAIR 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Scholastic Book Fair is well under way and the 
students are thoroughly enjoying the variety of books we 
have on offer this year. 
 
Thank you to all that have donated a book to our library, 
your generosity is most appreciated. 
 
Our Book Fair is still open on: 
Thursday 2nd August - 8:15am to 3:20pm  
 
Thanks again to each and every one of you for supporting 
our fair.   Every purchase made during our fair benefits 
our school library and resources for the students and 
teachers of MacKillop.  
 
Marie Schembri 
Library Coordinator 
 

School Fete 

Monster Raffle Ticket 
 

Thank you to those families who have already sold their raffle 
tickets and have collected more books! 
 
The tickets are $2 each and each book contains 10 tickets.  It 
would be appreciated if you can return the raffle ticket book 
together with all money ($20 per book) to the office as soon as 
possible.   
 
The Monster Raffle is a major part of the fundraising efforts 
that occur at the Fete and so your help and co-operation with 
selling these tickets is valued greatly.  There are many more 
books available so please see the ladies in the office when you 
need more books.   
 
There will be great prizes for the top three students/families 
who sell the most tickets/books so please do your best to help.  
The winning families will get the choice of a voucher from 
Smiggle, Rebel, Myer or QBD bookstore. The prizes are: 
 
1st Prize - $75 voucher  
2nd Prize - $50 voucher  
3rd Prize - $25 voucher 
 
A closing date to have all tickets and money returned to the 
office will be Thursday 24th August.  Any unsold raffle books are 
also to be returned to the office by this time. 



 
Prep J Hayden Moore 

 You are achieving great results in all your Prep 
activities.  Love your contributions to class 
discussions where you display broad knowledge 
of topics.  Great work Hayden. 

 Amelia Phillips 
 For your tremendous efforts with your sight words.  

So pleasing to see the success of your efforts.  
Keep it up! 

1P Ben Greatz 
 When we were writing our ‘Very Hungry Tadpole’ 

story innovation this week, you included many 
different describing words to make your writing 
more interesting. Your story is going to be 
sensational Ben!  

 Kourtney Morrell 
 You have had a wonderful first few weeks here with 

us at MacKillop! You have been listening carefully 
and trying to do your best work in the classroom. 
You have settled in really easily and you have 
made lots of new friends. Welcome to MacKillop 
Kourtney! 

2D Mia Cornick 
 Mia, you always take an extra bit of time to ensure 

your bookwork is neat and tidy and to ensure you 
are using entries and exits at all times.  Your work 
is always a pleasure to read and mark because 
you are always trying your best. 

 Harry Warne 
 Harry, you shared a large list of homophones with 

our class and could create detailed sentences, 
which identified their meaning.  Awesome effort 
Harry! 

2N Sienna Garnham 
 For working so well in Maths rotations this week.  

You have very capably worked on your 
Mathematics learning goal of adding different 
amounts of money and subtracting 10 from 3 digit 
numbers.  Well done Sienna! 

 Bailey Reid 
 For working faster and completing set tasks in a 

timely manner Bailey.  I am also super pleased 
with your work with Money this week in 
Mathematics.  What a terrific week of learning. 
Well done! 

3CR Georgie Rentoul 
 In recognition of the beautiful Haiku you 

composed about Horses.  Your writing is really 
starting to reflect what a ‘deep thinker’ you are.  
Keep up the wonderful effort! 

 Lillee Taylor 
 In recognition of your continued leadership skills 

during our NAIDOC assembly rehearsals.  You 
always set a great example for your peers to 
follow and your singing was simply beautiful – you 
led 3C/R with pride in your own humble way. 

4C Flynn Bailey 
 For your excellent listening and outstanding 

behaviour at Bike Ed this week.  You were a 
wonderful role model to others.  Well done! 

 Dana Guley 
 You showed great perseverance during our 

problem solving task this week Dana.  It was great 
to see you keep working hard to find your 
mistakes.  Excellent effort! 

4M Eva Hooper 
 Congratulations on the effort you put into your 

Bike Ed classes this week.  I was super impressed 
by the way you conducted yourself in a friendly 
and positive manner to our instructors.  You set a 
great example of good behaviour for MacKillop.  
Well done! 
 
 

 Chase Jewell 
 For the level of maturity you displayed during our 

Bike Ed lessons.  You listened carefully to the 
instructor and used caution when riding on the 
road, obeying all road rules correctly.  Fantastic 
effort Chase, and also for winning one of the 
challenges! 

5K Charli-Rose Carpenter 
 For your effort in your homework this week.  Your 

work was presented neatly and with more detail.  
Good work! 

 Kelsey Waldon 
 For your hard work in Mathematics.  You worked 

quickly and demonstrated an understanding of 
capacity, mass and volume.  Keep up the great 
effort. 

6PG Alex Frost 
 For your positive attitude!  You are a friendly and 

cheery student who always brings a smile to the 
face of your classmates and teachers alike.  You 
approach all you do with enthusiasm and good 
humour!  Thanks for making our class a happier 
place, Alex!! 

 Mia Sweet 
 For your increased participation in class.  You are 

putting your hand up to answer questions and 
consequently sharing your knowledge and 
thoughts with us all, which adds to our discussions 
and our learning.  Great effort Mia! 

6R Ben Devitt 
 What impressive motivation you demonstrated to 

investigate our open-ended Maths question, to 
find a repeated decimal pattern when converting a 
common fraction to a decimal.  I loved your 
enthusiasm to investigate as many different 
possibilities as you could, and that you could 
confidently use the recurring symbol to show the 
repeated decimal pattern. 

 Holly Pennisi 
 You take great pride to present your scientific 

working neatly, with diagrams that support your 
predictions and observations. You drew clearly 
labelled diagrams to show both your prediction 
and your growth in learning of how a circuit lights 
a light bulb, in our ‘Light it up!’ investigation. You 
should be very proud of the presentation of your 
Science book work! 

  

 
                

 July 30 Abby Headland 
  31 Addison Gauci 
  31 Evie Ledwy 
 
 Aug 1 Lillee Taylor 
  5 Isabella Fitzgerald 
  
 
      
 
  

 
 



 
These children have been ‘Making Jesus Real’ at MacKillop. 

Congratulations! 
 

FREE DRESS DAY!! 
 

Thursday 2nd August 
 

Your free dress fine is to bring in a bottle for the 
Bottle Stall for our School Fete. 

 

Some suggestions for Bottles could include: 
 

Soft drink, non-alcoholic wine 
Sauces (stir-fry, pasta sauces etc) 

Bath Products (bubble bath, shower gel etc) 

Lollies (a bag or individually packaged) 

Cleaning products  

Hair spray, sunscreen, shampoo, conditioner 

 
-Suggested Fillers could include: 

 

Small toys (matchbox cars, marbles, cards) 

A puzzle 

Hair accessories 

Cute erasers 

Mini stationary 

The list is endless 

 

We are also taking donations of cleaned empty jars!  
 
 
 

 
 

P.S Please note as mentioned earlier in the newsletter, we will be 
having one other free dress day for our Fete. The final free dress  

- Friday 10th August - bring in a block of chocolate/bag of 
chocolates/large chocolate bar for Sputnik and Chocolate Toss 

stall. 

REQUEST FOR LOAN OF ITEMS FOR FETE 
 
Our Fete is set for August 25th this year and in an effort to make it a 
great success and raise funds for the MacKillop P&F committee, we 
are asking our families to help with loans of certain items.  
 
If you have access to any of the following items and would be happy 
to loan them for the use of the fete then please let Jacqui Sherry 
know in the office or email: Jacquelyn_Sherry@rok.catholic.edu.au 
We thank you again for any support you can offer. 
 

 Outdoor Gazebo pop up tents – 3x3m or larger 

 Extension Leads and power boards 

 Party lights and fairy lights 

 Trestle tables 

 Hay/Cane bales – to help create carnival theme and use as 
seating in picnic area 

 Esky’s 
 

CORFLUTE FETE STREET SIGNS 

 
Do you have a spot on a fence, a main road, somewhere lots of 
people will see… to place one of our corflute advertising signs for 
our fete? If you do… please collect a sign from the office.  We will 
have a register at the office also so we know where the signs will be 
displayed. We want to cover as much area as possible to get the 
word out. Please keep in mind it will also be necessary for you to 
collect the corflute sign after the fete and return it to the school. 
 

FETE FLYERS 
 
Our flyers for the fete have been printed and are now available.  If 

you are able to deliver some in your street, please visit the office to 

collect the flyers and tick off the street that you will deliver to.  It 

would be appreciated if as many families as possible help out.  It 

makes a massive task easy if we spread it around.   

 
RIDE ARMBANDS 

 

You will have received a form to fill out for the Ride Armbands.  

Once dropped into the office, we will endeavour to have your 

receipts sent home as soon as possible.  Please do not lose these 

receipts, they will need to be bought along to the Fete to swap out 

for your armbands. Rides include; 

 

DROP ZONE 

KING FLYER 

CRAZY WAVE 

TEA CUPS 

SUPER SLIDE 

JUMPING CASTLES 

 

 

 
CLASS STALLS 

 

Class Stall 

Prep J Show Bags & Glow Products 

1P Ham Wheel 

2D & 2N Cake Stall 

3CR Wine and Cheese Club 

4C & 4M Cent Sale & Raffle 

5K Bottle Stall 

6R & 6PG Hot Food Stalls 

STAFF Sputnik & Chocolate Toss 



NAB AFL Auskick at MacKillop Catholic Primary 
School. 

Start Date: 1/08/2018  
Finish Date: 5/09/2018 
Session times: Wednesdays, 3.10pm – 4.10pm 
Length: 6 weeks  
Cost: $75 
Contact:  Dan Cordwell on 0435437751 or  Bo on 
bo.saunders@afl.com.au 



Are you helping with the baking for the cake stall?  
Here are some recipes that might be useful! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 


